The Exceptional Care Odyssey reaches end of the road
Our 65-day voyage was momentous,
memorable and moving!
Phew! We did it! The Shriners Hospitals for Children®-Canada successfully zigzagged
across the continent. On Thursday, we ended our over 17-thousand kilometer, 65-day
journey as we dipped the FezMobile’s tires into the Pacific Ocean in Victoria, B.C. an
event that mirrored the launch ceremony held in St. John’s, Newfoundland way back on
May 16. (See final press release and photo of the dipping of the tires in Victoria:
http://campagneexceptionnelle.ca/odyssey/public/default/uploads/files/53c6c678366b7.p
df and http://exceptionalcare4kids.com/en/odyssey/victoria/#). The car is covered with
100s of bumper stickers collected throughout our voyage.
The last two months have been an incredible adventure. We met so many kindhearted
Canadians and Americans. We also had the chance to reconnect with Shriners patients
in their hometowns (rather than the hospital) and saw first hand how helping them with
their ailment be it scoliosis, club feet, hip dysplasia or the symptoms associated with
cerebral palsy really made a significant difference in the quality of their lives. Plus, we
met with thousands of Shriners who inspired us with their generosity and good humour.
Looking back there were innumerable highlights including times when we laughed, cried,
cheered and were awed. It was a pleasure and a privilege to have completed this
momentous voyage and to have captured and shared via twitter, in media reports and on
video priceless the priceless stories of those we met.
We selected a few tales that, well, basically charmed the pants off of us. Here is a
sampling of the exceptional stories we discovered during our exceptional road trip. You
can view all of the videos at exceptionalcare4kids.com.
Meet Brad. When he was young he remembered his dad donning a Fez and going off to
meetings. He followed in his dad’s footsteps joining the Masons and then the Shriners.
But becoming a dad really drove home the important role the Shriners play in supporting
the Shriners Hospitals for Children-Canada and helping sick children realize their full
potential. http://vimeo.com/96353998
Meet Alyssa who was crowned Miss Canada International during one of the Exceptional
Care Odyssey’s stops. She wears the crown because of her positive spirit and her can
do attitude. Alyssa is a former patient of the Shriners Hospitals for Children-Canada. She
was in and out of the hospital for several years as a child. http://vimeo.com/96456217
Meet Spencer, a 16-year old patient of the Shriners Hospitals for Children-Canada who
was born with cerebral palsy and has endured too many surgeries to count on his back,
legs, arms and eyes. Spencer attends high school and is part of the school’s drag racing
team. Zoom, zoom. http://vimeo.com/96966167
Meet Ellery who was born with severe clubfeet during the depression. It was a time
before Medicare and his parents couldn’t afford heath care. The Shriners Hospitals for
Children-Canada came to his rescue. He was treated at the hospital for years finally
learning to walk when he was five years old. Today, at 84 he loves golf and still walks
the course. Jokingly he says he says he has to make up for all of the years when he
couldn’t walk. http://vimeo.com/97867622

Meet Steven who has had 34 surgeries on his leg at the Shriners Hospitals for ChildrenCanada due to fibular hemimelia. He is so grateful to the care he received he had the
image of the hospital tattooed on his shoulder! Also meet 18-month old Wyatt who was
born with cerebral palsy. His grandpa has been a Shriner for years. He never realized
one day his family would turn to the hospital for care. http://vimeo.com/98138292
Meet Mylania who had amniotic band syndrome. As a result, she was born without a left
leg and her right leg ends at the knee. Once the little girl got her prosthetics she
immediately began to dance! http://vimeo.com/99702329
Meet Carter who was born with osteogenesis imperfecta. His parents brought him to the
Shriners Hospitals for Children-Canada when he was seven weeks old because he had
numerous broken bones. Afraid to injure him further, they carried him on a pillow. The
nurse immediately showed them how to pick up their son without risk of breaking his
fragile bones. It was the first time they held their newborn. Now a young man, Carter has
started a fund to raise donations for the new Canada Shriners Hospital.
http://vimeo.com/99428042
Meet Melanie a patient of the Shriners Hospital for Children-Canada from age 2 to 22.
She considers everyone at the hospital her extended family and her angels. Also meet
Carter who’s life changed radically when at 18-years of age he fell and suffered a
traumatic brain injury that caused an overwhelming number of complications from motor
skill delays, speech delays and behavioural issues. Carter’s dad said the Canada
Shriners Hospital gave his family hope. http://vimeo.com/99896099
We would like to extend our grateful thanks to our sponsors: the Shrine Fraternity, Cam
Clark Ford, MEGA Brands and the Air Canada Foundation. To everyone we met along
our journey, you amaze and inspire. We can’t wait to see you at the opening of the new
Shriners Hospitals for Children-Canada during the fall of 2015.
If reporters would like to interview Canada Shriners Hospital patients living in their
communities, please don’t hesitate to give us a call.
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